
German Navy WWI Zeppelin L48 

Title/Title Page: This single frame exhibit is possibly the first hybrid story for picture postcards 
combined with open class. In addition to picture postcards, there are philatelic covers/card plus 
ephemera and artifacts, including salvaged souvenirs made from duralumin structure, a medal, labels, a 
button, an autograph, a photograph, cigarette card, and a bomb key. The title page includes the 
beginning of the story with an overview of the zeppelin bombings over England before starting the L48 
story on page 2. 

Treatment: Purpose and Scope: This single frame hybrid postcard and display/open exhibit tells the 
story of the German Naval L48 zeppelin bomber, which was shot down over Theberton, England, on 
June 17, 1917, during World War I. The organization follows a chronological order of L48 from 
construction to burial of crew members. To achieve balance in telling the story, not all postcards in the 
collection are shown because many pictures are duplicative in wreckage depiction. 

Importance: The L48 story was an important part of WWI zeppelin raid history as the first zeppelin 
height climber built and the last zeppelin shot down over England. In the larger zeppelin history, the 
evolving construction technology led to post-war zeppelin success with LZ126 (later Los Angeles) and 
LZ127 Graf Zeppelin. For military history, the story of home front souvenir postcards and relics reveals 
the ongoing perseverance and pride of the British citizens. In addition, the first aerial bombing blitz 
over England frightened the population and offered a propaganda advantage to the Germans. 

Philatelic/General Knowledge: Lifelong research assures the exhibit’s accuracy. Captions include 
information about postcard and object identification, publisher/author, production, country, and date. 
Postcard production types are determined by enlarging a small portion of the postcard image and 
comparing the printing patterns to a type chart compiled by the author. 

Personal Study and Research: The exhibitor has published over a hundred zeppelin articles and 
authored books on zeppelins. This exhibit represents a story previously untold with collector objects. 
Research includes correspondence with other WWI zeppelin scholars and the study of L48 documents 
at the Zeppelin Museum Archive in Friedrichshafen, Germany. 

Rarity and Condition: This exhibit would be impossible to duplicate. Items shown represent over thirty 
years of searching. Many real photo postcards, ephemera, and artifacts represent one or less than 
three seen by the exhibitor. The philatelic covers are all that this exhibitor has found in thirty years and 
should be considered extremely rare. The L42 crew letter with contents describing his witnessing the 
fireball is priceless. Condition is appropriate for the wartime period. 

References 
note: In addition to the Waddell webpage on the photographer’s booklet and postcards, these are 
historical references consulted in developing the story. Sieger Zeppelinpost Katalog does list and 
illustrate the L48 Command Cancel on page 427 of 22nd edition. 
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